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Near future (2023) perspective
Done 4500 ha
State Forest Management Centre (RMK)     4000 ha
LIFE MIRES ESTONIA 7500 ha
Abandoned extraction fields 2000 ha
LIFE PEAT RESTORE 3000 ha
---------------------
Total ca 21 000 ha

2% of the drained peatland…but the best sites!

Challenges:
Little experience with fens or extracted sites
Public awareness (still) very weak, negative, NIMBY
Few contractors…very little time
Short monitoring time



Conservation and Restoration of Mire Habitats – LIFE Mires Estonia

Restoration area: app. 7500 ha
Funding: EU LIFE Program; Environmental Investment
Centre. Total 2,8 mln EUR, EU share 74,61 %
Timeframe: Sept 2015 – Aug 2020 (Dec 2021)
Partners: ELF, University of Tartu, MTÜ Arheovisioon



200 volunteers 4500 km 150 km2 
300 specimen 50 nestlings
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Palasi restoration area / abanoned peat mining area
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Training area in Soosaare
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Vegetation monitoring plot, 10x10 1 m lenght.

A –RGB ortophoto,

B –multispectral camera ortophoto.



Example of 06.08.2006 Landsat 5 classified photo, Sirtsi NCA

Trends of changes in landscape based on classified satellite photos
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Fuel usage for travel
(30.4.2019)

A1 A2 A3 A4 C1 C3 D1 D2 F1

851,07 475,15 331,12 3123,63 612,38 526,82 621,53 80,63 2300,04

Total (l): 8922,37 Total C t: 6
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per ha 
EUR

Soosaare 
167 ha 5721 4165 676 1239 7 152 159 1135
Palasi

97 ha 6200 7435 1471 338 10 331 341 742

CO₂
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Potential for Paludiculture
# Area EE [ha] LV [ha] LT [ha] ∑ [ha]

Not usable 47 702 253 449 230 241 117 481 601 171

Major

Restrictions

78 857 289 362 503 080 61 074 853 516

Minor

Restrictions

40 831 214 763 45 126 51 180 311 069

Fully

suitable

95 656 78 509 164 700 358 122 601 331



https://www.luke.fi/sompa/

Thank you and 
enjoy the reception!

https://www.luke.fi/sompa/

